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Jahrona Banks was a young man who spent 
several years at Coyote Hill - even though 
there were times when he didn’t want to 
be here. Yet now, looking back, he realizes 
that those years were shaping and preparing 
him to succeed as an adult.

Those of us who knew Jahrona during 
his years at Coyote Hill know that he was 
a loner. His Home Parents continually 
encouraged and challenged Jahrona to join 
in family activities, talk with visitors, etc. 
Like most teenagers, he often begrudged 
that parental “prodding,” but now he says 
he’s so glad they spent the time working 
with him, as it helps him greatly in his job. 

Case Manager and Therapist, Erica Alexander, 
says she often went over job application 
scenarios with Jahrona - explaining what to 
say to potential employers and about calling 
to follow up on an application. He recently 
told Erica that he may not have appreciated 
the training at the time, but he now knows 
it helped him in securing a job. 

When Jahrona graduated high school and 
moved on from Coyote Hill in 2012, he 
moved into a transitional living placement 
(TLP.) While there, he received continued 
help with life skill training, and began his 
first job.

Since then, he’s secured an even better job, 
moved into an apartment of his own, and, 
according to Home Parent Dad Tim Hughes, 
“He’s doing GREAT!”
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Providing a 
professional, yet 
traditional family 
home for abused & 
neglected children 

in mid-Missouri 
since 1991.

“We were all a bit concerned, like any 
parent is, when Jahrona moved on,” Tim 
continues. “But now, a year and a half later, 
he’s doing extremely well for himself.”

“He spent Thanksgiving with us, and as we 
all went around the table, explaining why 
we were thankful for the person next to us, 
I was so grateful that Jahrona was there 
with us - still a part of our family. We love 
having him come back home so that we 
can hear about what big things God is 
doing in his life!”

As we begin our 23rd year of ministry, 
please remember that these success 
stories are only possible because of your 
continued support and involvement.

*Contributors names in italics

Jahrona in the spring of 2012, a few 
weeks before high school graduation.
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Memorial and honor gifts must be received by the 12th of this month in order 
to be included in next month’s newsletter. 

Kelsey Bolte, an MU service learning student that volunteered with our Equine Program last semester, shares 
about her time with us, as well as 15 enlightening things she learned from the kids and from the experience...

My service learning project was working as an Equine Program Assistant. I completed most of my hours at the 
arena, but also spent time working with children in their homes doing things like tutoring or simply enjoying 
dinner with the family.

There is nothing negative I can say about Coyote Hill. All of the staff and children are ready to welcome you, and 
they make you feel more appreciated than you’ve ever felt. 

What would she recommend to someone wanting to volunteer at The Hill?
Make as much of a positive impact as you possibly can. These children will carry the experiences with them 
for the rest of their lives. If you make an impact, you will always be a part of their memory at Coyote Hill. Be 
prepared to cry - and laugh.  Be prepared to hear some heartbreaking stories. Be prepared to be greeted with 
hugs and compliments. Be prepared to make a difference in their lives. Be prepared for them to make a 
difference in yours. 

Here are 15 things I learned from my volunteer experience...

1. Children are extremely forgiving, despite what their past holds.
2. When a formerly abused child runs up to me with a huge smile and 
hugs me each time she sees me, my heart will melt and I will fight back 
tears every time.
3. Horses are great teachers, and they teach children to be humble.
4. Rock, paper, scissors is always the best way to make decisions.
5. If a six year old can manage to handle, groom, tack up, and ride his 
horse with hardly any help, anyone can!
6. It is always okay to ask for help.
7. Riding a horse creates a smile on a child that can light up the whole 
world.
8. Watching a child talk to a horse like a best friend is a sweet sight.
9. Equine therapy has many benefits that can emotionally help at-risk 
children.
10. Dinner time in a household of ten people is one of the most beautiful 
family moments one can experience in their life.
11. The staff at Coyote Hill have chosen not to live an average life, but 
an above average one. They are indeed some of the most kind-hearted 
and selfless people I’ve ever met.
12. It is just as important to be proud of other peoples’ accomplishments 
as it is to be proud of your own.
13. Working with children that have been marginalized is quite possibly 
the most rewarding job one can have.
14. Horses are the most patient teachers. Some will put up with almost 
anything. 
15. Volunteering at a place like Coyote Hill is more appreciated than 
one can imagine. Best of all, the staff and children of Coyote Hill make 
you FEEL that appreciation. So much so that you won’t have to wonder 
if you made a difference...you will know you did. Not many things can 
top a feeling like that.

If you’d like to learn some life-changing lessons by volunteering 
at The Hill, contact kari@coyotehill.org

To read this story in its entirety, and other inspiring stories, don’t forget to visit our blog: www. simpleblessings.coyotehill.org

One of my favorite quotes is an ancient Chinese proverb; “The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. 
The second best time is now.”  Yet I often think it would be even better to do both. This is what we have 
done at Coyote Hill. Starting about 23 years ago, we began sowing the seeds of a full and complete life into 
the hearts and minds of children and youth, believing that just like a tree, through the years we would see 
the growth. Little by little, knowing that moment by moment something good was happening within.

An example of this is found in a recent conversation with an individual who is now an adult with a 
family of her own. She gave me permission to share the conversation. Here is a portion: 

“I’ve been taking care of my family. We are doing okay. Time has gone so fast. Where did all the 
years go? … I was trying to remember my happiest times and I know it was with you guys [at Coyote 
Hill]. When I was a child, you helped me when my life was crazy. So, thank you for everything. 
…
You helped me when my own parents didn’t. As a kid you hope that they’ll come for you. But it’s 
okay, because Coyote Hill is the best memories I have as a child. And I love the fact that Coyote 
Hill was there for me and you gave all of us unwanted kids a love that no one else did, no matter 
what. So, thank you … it took me a long time, but thanks for everything.”

Testimonies like this one don’t happen all at once. They are more like the 
growth of a tree … happening moment by moment, over the course of many 
years. That’s just the way it works. Thus, heading into a new year, we 
continue planting seeds of hope into as many lives as possible, knowing that 
sooner or later it will make a difference. Sooner or later, it will matter. 
Sooner or later, maybe 20 years from now, someone will say thank you like 
the young lady quoted above … “Coyote Hill was there for me and you gave 
all of us unwanted kids a love that no one else did, no matter what. So, 
thank you …” 

You, as a supporter of Coyote Hill, are part of this effort and success. 
Your investment into the work of Coyote Hill is money well spent. The 
return on your investment is measured in the changed lives of children, 
youth, and families in need of restoration. It matters. Today, tomorrow, 
and 20 years from now it will still matter...I promise.  

~~Larry McDaniel, Executive Director


