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Memorial Gifts In Loving Memory
Bentley Wright
Contributed by
Victor & Muriel Bach
Greg Rennier

In Loving Memory of
Beatrice Smith
Contributed by
Joyce Ardrey
James & Mary Ballenger
L. D. & Mary Baurichter
Jack & Christine Crouch & 
   Family
Lois Garrett
Bob & Ida Grant
Bob & Iola Grant
Don & Betty Grant
James & Dorothy Grant
Phyllis Grant
Russell & Barbara Grant
Matt & Deidre Henry
Tom & Angie Hilbert
Joe & Alicia Kelley
Tim, Ann & Hannah Roberts
Martha Singleton
Betty Gayle Smith
Carl & Martha Traxler
Larry & Polly Traxler & 
   Family
John & Patsy Watt
Darcy Wells
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In Loving Memory of
Mary Lou Mayse
Contributed by
Russ & Vera Coats

In Loving Memory of
Gerald McBride
Craig McBride
Beryl McBride
Contributed by
Robert & Marva Iglehart

In Loving Memory of
Amanda McDaniel
Contributed by
Peter & Mary Dykhuizen
Miles & Lisa McCoy & Family

In Loving Memory of
Dana Miller
Contributed by
Dale & Shirley Griessel

In Loving Memory of
Gary Moll
Contributed by
Tom & Jean Walker

In Loving Memory of
Geralee Reynolds
Contributed by
Carl & Betty Fenton & Family

In Loving Memory of
Cecile Wheeldon
Contributed by
Virgil & Joy Gardner

In Loving Memory of
Phillip Wyatt
Contributed by
IrmaLee Westrell

In Honor of
Sue Binney
Contributed by
Edie Brennan

In Honor of 
Ray Crabtree
Contributed by
Blake Finney

In Honor of 
Jim & Mary Foutz
Contributed by
Mark & Norma Brewer

In Honor of
Dan & Kari Hopkins
Contributed by
Timothy & Sara Alexander
Kevin & Kathleen Brown
Keith Caldwell
Dan & Ashley Crowe
Don & Jean Gruenewald
Kristina Magruder
Josh McCaskey
Mike & Mary Jo Schwend

Honor Gifts

Providing a 
professional, yet 
traditional family 
home for abused & 
neglected children 

in mid-Missouri 
since 1991.

Memorial and honor gifts must be received by the 12th of this 
month in order to be included in next month’s newsletter. 

At Coyote Hill, we love to use horses 
in our work with abused and neglected 
children. There are several reasons why 
using horses in our ministry just makes 
good “horse sense.”

The benefits of using Equine Assisted 
Psychotherapy (EAP) are many. Horses 
are very attentive and can carry out 
commands effectively. They have a 
natural healing power, proven effective 
in physical, mental and emotional 
therapy. They are also very responsive to 
their surroundings, causing our children 
to recognize the effect their emotions 
have on others.

One thing we do to help evaluate the 
progress of a child in our horse program 
is to have them journal after a session.  
Most entries are highly individual and 
private, but this month we’d like to 
share a select few, anonymous entries 
that show the effectiveness of using 
horses with kids.

After one recent ride, a child wrote, 
“Today I rode Eli on a trail ride. I faced 
my fear of going down a steep hill.”

On another day an older child wrote, 
“Today I rode Zeek. Zeek is my favorite 
horse. We learned how to canter. 
Highland and Zeek got scared on the 
ride, but we got home safe.”

As you can see from these journal 
entries, learning to trust again, building 

self-confidence and overcoming fears 
are huge benefits.

Erica Alexander, therapist, states, “In 
EAP we often talk about how horses 
are similar to people in their reactions. 
Using horses can help the child realize 
how their own actions impact others. 
Journaling helps them process what they 
experience, getting out emotions they 
may have experienced or expressing 
their perception of the experience. 
Sometimes we might be able to 
interpret things from the entries and 
then pay more attention to how we plan 
specific activities to encourage growth 
and better coping skills with the child.”

Thank you, donors! Your continued 
support helps create “A Safe Place to Be 
a Child” in many different ways.

“Trusting Winstin”



It all began Friday evening, April 6th. 
Our kids were invited to the Mizzou 
Athletic Training Complex to meet 
about 15 former Mizzou and current 
NFL greats. The players happily signed 
poster after poster, as well as t-shirts, 
footballs, and helmets for all of our 
kids. One of the cutest moments 
during that time was when one of the 
four-year-olds was handed a poster 
and pen so he could get autographs – 
and he said, “I’ll need help writing my 
name.”

Next – we were all in for a treat, as we 
found out first hand that boys never 
really grow up. It was great fun seeing 
all of the big, tough football guys 
laughing, teasing and playing kickball 
with our kids…sometimes even picking 
them up and running with them so they 
could get to a base faster. Apparently, 
competitiveness means you always 
want to win, even when playing 
kickball with preschoolers.

Saturday held just as many fun 
opportunities, beginning with a 
football camp in the morning that 
our boys were invited to attend. The 

camp included lots of running, 
tackling, foot-work, push-ups 
and inspiration from these 
talented football players.

The day ended by watching the 
guys get a little out of their 
element to play softball. During 
the Home Run Derby, our kids 
and Home Parents were invited 
to help catch the hit balls. The 
big Mizzou Legends Softball 
Game provided an entertaining 
grand finale. Lots of laughs and 
friendly competition ensued 
as defensive players took on 
offensive players for six innings, 
with Sean Weatherspoon 
providing humorous 
commentary throughout the 
game. The offensive team won 
soundly 12-2.

It’s true – the Jeremy Maclin 
Charity Weekend did provide 
some greatly appreciated fund-
raising support for our ministry. 
More than anything, however, it 
provided a tremendous amount 
of fun and new experiences 

for our children. Where else 
could a child in our care get 
the chance to play kickball 
with famous football players? 
Or attend a football camp 
coached by college and NFL 
greats? Nowhere else but 
the Jeremy Maclin Charity 
Weekend!

We can’t thank The Jeremy 
Maclin Foundation enough, not 
only for the financial support, 
but also for the fantastic 
opportunities you gave our 
children. We loved every 
moment of it!

In 1988, President Reagan issued the first presidential proclamation that established 
May as National Foster Care Month, a time to recognize that we each can play a part 
in enhancing the lives of children and youth in foster care. It’s a month set aside to 
acknowledge foster parents, family members, volunteers, mentors, policymakers, child 
welfare professionals, and other members of the community who help children and youth 
in foster care. This month, let’s renew our commitment to ensuring a bright future for the 
more than 400,000 children and youth in foster care, by starting right here at home.

Thus, we want to take a moment to say THANK YOU to our family of supporters, 
volunteers, mentors and tutors. We truly could not do what we do without YOU.

www.childwelfare.gov/
fostercaremonth

A very HUGE part of enhancing the lives of the children and youth in our care is our 
amazing Home Parent Moms. They serve behind-the-scenes, battling each and every 
day to overcome a child’s past hurts and demonstrate love, support and hope for that 
brighter future.

In case they’ve forgotten how awesome they are...here are some reminders, straight 
from the kids:

• Momma Kristi is awesome because she prays with us.
• Mom Kayla is KOOL!
• She’s awesome - she plays outside with us, plays games AND she prays with us.
• Mom Jaimee’s awesome because she makes good food for us.
• She lets us take naps - that makes her awesome.
• She will always listen. She treats me like a real son and not just a foster kid.

“Mother love is the fuel that enables 
a normal human being to do the 

impossible.”  ~Marion C. Garretty

Visit www.coyotehill.org to view more photos from the Jeremy Maclin Charity Weekend!

Will Franklin, Martin Rucker, Kurtis Gregory, Brock Christopher

Jeremy Maclin presents check to Kari Hopkins

One-on-one time with Kip Edwards

Sheldon Richardson assists 4-year-old Asher

Lorenzo Williams at 
Football Camp

Jaron Baston at 
Football Camp


