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Memorial Gifts

In Loving Memory of
Jan Moore
Contributed by
Bob Moore

In Loving Memory of
Gloria Shaker
Contributed by
Jack & Dulane Wohlman

In Loving Memory of
Joan Smarr
Contributed by
Franklin & Shirley Jo Taylor

A Safe Place to Be a Child

P.O. Box 1
9501 Coyote Hill Rd.
Harrisburg, MO 65256
(573) 874-0179
(573) 875-0510 fax

Email:
office@coyotehill.org

Web:
www.coyotehill.org

In Loving Memory of
Wray Homan
Contributed by
Jim & Mary Foutz

In Loving Memory of
Ralph & Janet Madsen
Contributed by
Einar & Anna Madsen

In Loving Memory of
Amanda McDaniel
Contributed by
Miles & Lisa McCoy

In Loving Memory of
Debbie Upham
Contributed by
Carol Jones

In Loving Memory of
Asa “Ace” B. Zumalt Jr.
Contributed by
Gerald & Margaret Ubl

Memorial and honor gifts must be received by the 12th of the month 
in order to be included in the next newsletter. 

Providing a 
professional, yet 
traditional family 
home for abused & 
neglected children 

in mid-Missouri 
since 1991.

In case you’ve missed our previous appeals, here’s the deal:
We would like to reduce our mailing costs, so if you are willing to only 
receive electronic communications from us (via our weekly e-newsletters, 
social media outlets and viewing this monthly newsletter on our website) 

then simply let us know.

YOUR NAME:____________________________________________

____ YES, you can stop mailing me these monthly newsletters.
         My email address is:_________________________________
____  NO, please keep sending me your monthly newsletter by mail.

Clip this out and return in the enclosed envelope, or simply email your 
preference to lori@coyotehill.org   Thanks for your help!

At Coyote Hill, we love to celebrate 
milestones, and high school 
graduation is one of the biggest. We 
have one senior this year, and wanted 
to take the time to introduce him to 
you and let you know about his plans 
and dreams for the future.

Darnell* has been with us for several 
years. He is a quiet, soft-spoken 
young man who claims that one of 
his goals in life has always been to 
draw as little attention to himself 
as possible. He loves solitude, 
peace and quiet...something that 
is often hard to find in a home full 
of children. He says it can be fun 
though, and it has taught him how 
to better interact with others. 

He likes to make the most of 
whatever quiet time he gets. During 
those quiet moments, he has spent 
a lot of time experimenting with 
different musical instruments. He 
would love to be a studio musician, 
but he’s still trying to find just the 
right instrument. He says he’s a 
perfectionist, and thus he’s still 
looking for that instrument that he 
can play and enjoy perfectly. He’s 
tried his hand at guitar, piano, violin, 
harmonica, drums, trumpet...and 
even the harp.

*name changed for sake of confidentiality

He realizes that making a career out of 
music may be unrealistic, so he’s working 
on other plans. He’s been researching 
police academies in the area, and says 
that his biggest interest along those lines 
is Crime Scene Investigation. He also 
says that if he could be anything that he 
wanted to be, he’d be an airplane pilot 
or an astronaut. Darnell is not lacking in 
dreams and ideas for his future!

His Home Parent Dad, Tim Hughes, 
commented, “Darnell has high aspirations 
for himself, whether in music or life.  He 
is a talented musician, but his goal is to 
begin police officer training this fall.”

Tim concludes, “If Darnell puts his mind 
to something, he will figure out a way 
to make it happen!”

Congratulations, Darnell! And thank you, 
supporters, as his success is YOUR success!

(If you’ve already replied, thank you! But if not, here’s another chance...)



Michael and Kayla Kauffman are 
our newest set of Home Parents 
at Coyote Hill, having come to us 
in March of 2012. They have two 
young boys of their own, Nathaniel 
and Elijah, along with a houseful of 
girls in The Wright Home!

Kayla first learned about Coyote 
Hill through an invitation to our 
annual Pancake Breakfast. After 
that, Michael and Kayla looked into 
volunteering at The Hill.

A few months later, Judy Thompson, 
one of our Parent Aides, told them 
about a Home Parent opening. The 
Kauffmans decided the timing had 
to be a “God-thing,” because the 

opportunity came at just 
the right time for them. 
Their initial inquiry about 
the job was on a Thursday, 
their interview was on 
Friday...and two weeks 
later they moved into the 
Wright Home!

Kayla says that she and 
Michael have always had 
a heart for children. They 
had been looking into foster 

being made with each individual 
child in the home. Since the 
Kauffmans have always wanted 
a big family, they feel this is the 
perfect environment to not only 
experience that, but also to feel 
like they are doing God’s work. 

Kayla’s favorite memory thus far 
involves the beginning of family 
bonding. She states, “The other 
night we had friends over for 
dinner. The kids have really come 
to love this particular couple. 
We were all having a great time 
at dinner; laughing and joking 
around in the midst of a crazy 
taco night. Afterward, the entire 
family joined in playing ping 
pong, pool, checkers and other 
games. It was nice to have a night 
where EVERYONE was having fun 
together. It was one of those God-
centered family moments.”

Kayla concludes, “We have come 
to love each child in our care, 
and even in the care of the other 
homes, even though we have 
only been here a short time. 
Though some days are tougher 
than others, we always find joy 
in each and every day.”

care for quite awhile, but the 
timing had not been right until they 
found Coyote Hill. The Kauffman’s 
long term goals involve becoming 
global missionaries to children in 
Africa while spreading the gospel 
of Christ. They now view Coyote 
Hill as their mission, especially 
after their pastor, Doug Phillips, 
said, “Maybe God is bringing the 
mission field to you.” 

Michael and Kayla feel that being 
at Coyote Hill is the learning 
opportunity of a lifetime. While 
it was a bit difficult adjusting, for 
their family and for the children 
in the home, the transition has 
smoothed out and connections are 


