
In Loving Memory of
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In Loving Memory of
Curt Aufranc
Contributed by
Russ & Vera Coats

In Loving Memory of
Jeannette Wheaton
Contributed by
Howell Wheaton

In Loving Memory of
T. J. Carr
Contributed by
Lucille Fenton

In Loving Memory of
Nellie Ehrhardt
Rev.Vernon McGarvey
Contributed by
Earlene St. Clair
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Memorial Gifts
In Loving Memory of
Joe Knipp
Contributed by
C. W. & Linda Knipp

In Loving Memory of
Dave Goodyear
Contributed by
Pete & Brenda Cummings

In Loving Memory of
Ibbie Richardson
Contributed by
James & Linda Richardson

In Loving Memory of
Dr. Lester Nordyke
Contributed by
Dr. & Mrs. K. A. Parry

In Loving Memory of
Amanda McDaniel
Contributed by
Miles & Lisa McCoy Family

In Loving Memory of
Jean Leech
Contributed by
Rod & Shelley Hoffman
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In Loving Memory of
Herb Stein
Contributed by
Jack & Dulane Wohlman

In Loving Memory of
Rose Owens
Contributed by
C. W. & Irene Alexander

In Loving Memory of
Susanne Baskett
Contributed by
Buford & Helen Kanatzar

In Loving Memory of
Harvey A. Brown
Contributed by
Beverly Ehlen

In Loving Memory of
Hallie Phillips
Contributed by
Carl & Martha Traxler
Larry & Polly Traxler

In Loving Memory of
Ralph & Janet Madsen
Contributed by
Einar & Anna Madsen

In Honor of
Elaine Carr
Jeffrey Carr
Contributed by
Lucille Fenton

In Honor of
Jerry & Maggie Ubl
Contributed by
Ruth McCrea Simpson

In Honor of 
Aaron & Rona Duncan
Contributed by
Memorial Baptist Church
Connie Lou Colley
Pete & Brenda Cummings

In Honor of
Coyote Hill’s 20 Years
Contributed by
James & Linda Wissman

In Honor of
James & Linda Wissman
Contributed by
Anonymous

Honor Gifts

Memorial and honor gifts must be received by the 12th of the month in 
order to be included in the next newsletter.

The Thanksgiving story tends to 
make us think of Native Americans, 
Pilgrims dressed in black and white, 
and feasting.  There’s much more to 
it however, and at times it resembles 
our work with youth at Coyote Hill.

The Pilgrims faced some extremely 
frustrating situations.  Several 
delays in the Old World meant that 
they didn’t arrive in the New World 
until November of 1620.  This made 
it nearly impossible for them to 
adequately prepare for the coming 
harsh, New England winter.

  

Similarly, at Coyote Hill, some 
children arrive at our doorstep  at 
a rather late season in their lives...
an age when we wonder if we’ll have 
time to help them into their next, 
quickly approaching phase of life.

Heather* was just such a teen girl. 
She arrived with smiles and good 
intentions. However, past habits were 
ingrained and difficult to break. She 
was a girl that found it hard to say 
no to anyone, for anything, so this 
led to constant trouble. When this 
trouble reached a peak, our staff had 

a choice to make, as we wondered if 
we could truly make a difference in 
Heather’s life.  Similar to the Pilgrims, 
Heather’s future seemed uncertain 
and scary. However, just as various 
Native Americans demonstrated 
grace in many ways to those first 
settlers, Heather’s Home Parents 
stuck with her, demonstrating grace 
and mercy like our Heavenly Father 
offers to us.

A little grace goes a long way! 
Heather made a tremendous turn 
around in her attitude, her behavior, 
and her concern for others. She 
learned the value of the word no, and 
she gained a respect for herself that 
she had never before possessed. Her 
smile shined brighter, her demeanor 
was warmer, and her direction was 
focused. She even shocked herself 
by becoming an A/B student!  She 
loved the horse program and worked 
diligently, learning skills that may 
someday help her future employment. 

Heather was able to return to her 
family. Her Home Parents as well as 
her biological parents could not be 
more hopeful as she now journeys 
into womanhood. As that journey 
begins, she knows she has two places 
in the world to call home.

A Reason to be Thankful

*name changed for sake of confidentiality



Please contact Kari (kari@coyotehill.org or 573.874.0179) to schedule a time to bring 
your gifts & find out our drop-off location.  

Here are the different ways you or your organization can get involved this year.
Don’t forget - conact Kari f you are interested in helping with any of the following! 

Sponsor part or all of a child’s wish list

Display a tree at your business for employees to pick ornaments representing each 
child’s needs.

Donate wrapping paper or gift bags for the gifts

Make a donation for Coyote Hill to purchase gifts

Sponsor part or all of a Home’s wish list (items needed for upkeep of each home)

Spread holiday cheer by volunteering at The Hill

A Place to Be a Child for 20 Years
A Cherished Gift...

“It’s so warm 
and cuddly.”

“Yes, I really do 
like pink.”

“Blue is my favorite color!”

Everyone loves
a hayride!

The best kind of sleep 
beneath Heaven above,

Is under a quilt, handmade 
with love.

Many of us have something from childhood that we cherish...a tattered doll, a worn ball glove, or 
perhaps, if we’re really lucky...a handmade quilt from grandma.  Recently, the ladies’ Prayer & Share 
group from Calvary Bible Church in Oskaloosa, IA decided that the children of Coyote Hill each deserved 
quilts of their very own.  Kari Salmon describes the day these 30 handmade quilts arrived at The Hill:
 

“On this particular afternoon, I was at The Zimmer Home with Home Parents, Charlie & Jaimee 
Marshman & Jolanda Scott. As we began to divvy up the quilts to each of our four homes, we decided 
to give each child a quilt that fit them best. This was the fun part. For  Amy?  We all exclaimed, ‘Ooh, 
the pink one!’  For Joshua? ‘He’ll love the red one.’  For Krista? ‘Oh, the white & peach is perfect!’

We continued like this for each quilt. What 
was most incredible was that for every 
child, there seemed to be that “perfect” 
quilt for them. Whether based on the 
colors or the design, each quilt seemed 
to have one of our children’s names 

already written on it. It was as if the 
ladies personally knew each child.”

We can’t say thank you 
enough.  A quilt to call their 
own is priceless, giving each 
child a sense of security and 
love. For many of them, it 
was the first handmade gift 

they’ve ever received. 

Every year Coyote Hill grants Christmas wishes to all of 
the children who call us home. If you have participated 
in the past, you know the joy you can help bring to 
all of our children; and we are tremendously grateful. 
If this is your first year, then we also appreciate your 
excitement to share in Coyote Hill’s Christmas for Kids.                
Big or small, we can use your help to make this a 
Christmas to remember.

We hope you will join with us this year as we do our 
best to grant Christmas wishes and celebrate the love of 
family.  There are many different avenues for you to get 
involved with Christmas for Kids.

We have designated 2 weeks for present drop-off.  
Beginning Monday, November 28 — Friday, December 9, 
you may bring gifts or donations to our drop-off location 
in Columbia. 

News from The Hill

If mailing donations, use the enclosed envelope. Thank you in advance for your help!


