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A Safe Place to Be a Child

Enjoy a story of Christmas past, from our Executive Director’s wife, Denise McDaniel. She served as our Christmas 
coordinator for many years, and shared this story about Christmas, 1999 in our January 2000 newsletter:

Jonas* finally finished his Christmas wish List. His Home Parents went over the list with him before turning it in. 
His list began, as most young boys’ would, with items such as a football and a Game Boy. Then something caught 
their attention. There was something there that you wouldn’t expect to see on a Christmas wish list for a boy 
of his age. A Barney doll. Why did he want that?! After a few questions, they figured out he didn’t want it for 
himself. He really wanted to give a gift to a small child in the home, and he had no way to purchase it.

His Home Parents said it was so touching to see this young man thinking of others, willing to forgo one of the 
presents he may have wanted in order to give to another. (Children were only given a certain number of gifts.)

This was the first time in my experience as Christmas Coordinator that a child requested a gift that they wanted 
to give away. I consider it a great tribute to the ministry of Coyote Hill. It is through the sacrificial support of 
donors and our dedicated staff that we are able to provide these children with a safe place to be a child. A place 
where they can laugh and play...receive lots of Christmas gifts...and learn the joy of giving to others.

By the way - I made certain that Jonas got the cutest little Barney I could find. I can’t tell you how excited he is 
about seeing the small child open his gift on Christmas day. He doesn’t know it yet, but it worked out that he’s 
still getting all of his other presents, also. God is good!

*name was changed for sake of confidentiality

A Safe Place to 
Be a Child. 

A Place to Find 
Hope. 

25 Years and 
counting.

We love to bless our kids with a “dream come true” Christmas. Yet gratefulness is taught 
in the midst of all the gifts. Enjoy reading some of the things our children are thankful for: 

“You’re not just 
changing one life, 
you’re changing 
generations to 

come.”
-- Larry McDaniel

Cofounder

My Lord and Savior
My church ~ My youth pastor

Baked potatoes ~ Steak

C O L O R S

---HOME PARENTS---  
WHO LOVE ME MORE 
THAN I COULD ASK 

MY FAMILY

A roof over my head
A Mom who cooks 
like Rachel Ray

CHRISTMAS!
-----My guinea pig-----

A Dad who is the grilling king!

A WARM BED

FOOD 
to eat

SNOW ~ LOVE ~ GRACE

My brothers and 
sisters in Christ

Providing a 
professional, yet 
traditional family 
home for abused & 
neglected children 

in mid-Missouri 
since 1991.



In Memory of 
Gerald Anderson 
Arnold & Nancy Anderson* 

In Memory of 
Dwayne Baskett
Lanelle Baskett

In Memory of 
Susanne Baskett
Buford Kanatzar
Helen Kanatzar 

In Memory of 
Larry Breshears
Columbia Cremation Care Center

In Memory of 
Bruce Britt
Leigh Kottwitz

In Memory of 
Daphne Edwards
Paul & Lynn Ullman
Jon & Glenda Stahl
Bill & Debby Thomas
Ken & Karen Pudenz
Mike & Cathy Andrews
Dianne Porter

In Memory of 
Sally Erickson 
Mickey & Glenda Nichols

In Memory of 
Morrene Britton
Russ & Marcella Zellner
Exchange Bank of Missouri
Catherine Schewe
James Spencer
LTS Fayette Club
Wallace & Dara Turnage
Kay Harris
James & Shirley Arnold
Patricia Hilgedick
Roger & Linda Lembke
Judy Lay
Philip & Martha Baylor
C.D & G.F Mounter
C.E & Lorna Miller
George & Becky Feaster 

In Memory of 
Dave Dick
Dr. Robert Miller
Gerald & Margaret Ubl 
 

In Memory of 
Hartley & Mora Fenton 
Carl & Betty Fenton

In Memory of 
Floyd Hall
Elaine Frink 

In Memory of 
Ronald Harmon 
Dale & Shirley Griessel
Frederick & Nancy Fritsch

In Memory of 
Shirley Hayes
Ed Rantz
Virgil & Joy Gardner 

In Memory of 
Emma T. Iverson 
Gerald and Margaret Ubl 

In Memory of 
Kent Kurtz
Frederick & Nancy Fritsch

In Memory of 
Eunice Lewis
Velma Johnson 

In Memory of 
Carolyn Little 
W.L. & Marilyn Stone
J.B. & Nancy Lewis
Joe & Debbie Bellmer

In Memory of 
Amanda McDaniel
Mary Dykhuizen
Audrey Christenson
Miles & Lisa McCoy 

In Memory of 
Bob Mueller
Paul Wilcoxson
Ken & Karen Pudenz

In Memory of 
Dr. Lester Nordyke
Dr. K.A. Parry 

In Memory of 
Elizabeth Ryan 
Nancy & Andy Fedorchak
Jane Fiore
Brent & Renee Miedema
Britt & Gail Clements
Thomas & Clair May
Jim Weisbrook 

 In Memory of 
Gene & Gwen Shaw
Louis Shaw 

In Memory of 
Ray and Helen Wade 
Carl & Betty Fenton

In Memory of 
Curtis Wood 
Robert & Susan Dawson

Memorial and honor gifts must be received by the 12th of this month 
in order to be included in next month’s newsletter. 

Honor Gifts

Memorial Gifts

To learn more about our equine program, visit:
coyotehill.org/services/equine-program/

*contributors 
names in italics

For the sake of confidentiality and 
trust, we can’t share many specifics 
of our children’s therapy. But this re-
telling from our Equine Program and 
Barn Manager, Rebecca Buchholz, is 
generic enough that we wanted to 
share it with you.

I helped Maddie* with an activity 
recently, where she had to first get 
her horse to stand still in one place, 
and then get the horse to circle 
around her. Maddie started by towing 
Heilen, her chosen horse for the 
activity, to a spot in the arena. Heilen 
was getting distracted and looking at 
something else, and Maddie quickly 
got frustrated and walked away.

Heilen followed her. Maddie then 
told me that her plan would be to 
distract Heilen and then walk away. I 
explained to her that her goal wasn’t 
simply to be able to walk away from 
her horse - she needed to be able to 
walk away while getting Heilen to 
pay attention and stay put.

Maddie wasn’t happy with that, so 
she decided to try the circle activity. 
She tried it - but was pulling Heilen 
around her and Heilen was not paying 
attention. Maddie wanted to quit.

I asked, “Can you tell whether or not 
Heilen is really paying attention? Or 
how Heilen might be feeling?”

Maddie seemed to have little 
emotional awareness of her horse. 
So I asked her if she thought Heilen 
wanted to be there. She said, “Yes, 
she wants to be with me.”

I said, “Let her go.”

Maddie did, and immediately Heilen 
walked away from her. This allowed 
me to talk about some ways she 
can try to recognize how someone 
is feeling. I also asked her again, 
“Did Heilen want to be here, or was 
she simply here because she had no 
choice?”

She then recognized that Heilen 
didn’t really want to be there - and 
then openly shared that she faced 
similar struggles with her parents 
over the years. She felt like she was 
always trying to tow them around 
or chasing after them. But just like 
Heilen...they didn’t pay attention.

While Maddie was sharing these deep 
hurts with me - Heilen walked over 
and put herself in a position so that 
Maddie could pet her while talking. 
She even gave Maddie a few horse 
style hugs.

It was perfect. It allowed me to 
explain that Heilen was responding 
to her emotional hurt. She could also 
see how it felt to have Heilen willingly 
CHOOSE to interact with her, instead 
of being forced to.

~~~
Founder and Executive Director Larry 
McDaniel often tells supporters, 
“Everything here is a tool. The 
horses. The lake. The playgrounds. 
If we have it here, it’s because 
it’s a tool to reach children. It’s 
something that works. Our horse 
program is one of the smartest 
things we’ve ever done.”

~~~

Thank YOU, for helping us find and 
use the tools that work to reach our 

children!

Korbyn, on the shoulders of his 
former Home Parent and now 

adoptive father, Al Howell.

A father’s influence is crucial for every child, yet many of the children we serve have 
no connection to their biological fathers. The men who work at Coyote Hill step up 

to fulfill that role.

Will you help support the fathers who care for and support the fatherless? Join 
something much greater than any one man can do on his own. We’re looking for 300 
men who can give $1,000 before year-end. Your gift, joined with the strength of 300 

men, states loud and clear, 
“I care about giving boys and girls back their childhood. I care about every child 

having loving parents and a safe place to live.”

Use the enclosed envelope to mail your gift today!

”Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.”
--Psalm 68:5

In Honor of 
Marvin & Doris Earl
Pastor Jamie & Sara Page
Mary (Louise) Golob*

In Honor of 
Rebecca Buchholz
Hannah Clifton
Kelsey Steinbach 

In Honor of
Shirley Brown
Clifton & Beverly Ehlen

In Honor of 
Melaina Drissell
Matthew Schuchard

*contributors names in italics

*name 
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for sake of 
confidentiality


