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A Safe Place to Be a Child

In honor of Thanksgiving this month, we wanted to share something from an August, 1994 newsletter, where Larry 
asked the children to share one thing they were thankful for and liked about Coyote Hill:

• Growing my own garden
• Working on things
• Riding my bike
• Catching frogs
• Making rivers in the sand box
• Playing in the pool (in 1994 - the “pool” was a cattle tank)
• Devotion time
• Games
• The food
• The people
• Being with all of the other kids
• Eating beans

Many things have changed since 1994, but providing the simple joys of childhood for our kids still remains 
the same. (Well...except for maybe the beans. It takes a special child to say they are thankful for eating 
beans...and a special cook like our “grandma” Isabell Cochran used to be to make a child appreciate them 
so much!) We are thankful for the part you play in each and every aspect of our work.
Happy Thanksgiving!

A Safe Place to 
Be a Child. 

A Place to Find 
Hope. 

25 Years and 
counting.

Three of our five sets of Home Parents have 
biological children. You often see their 
smiling faces on our website, newsletters, 
etc. We thought you’d enjoy hearing the 
perspective of the older ones. To allow them 
to share freely, we’ve kept them anonymous.

When asked if they liked their parents’ job, 
they all agreed sometimes it’s tough sharing 
their parents’ love and time with several 
other children. Yet they also enjoy it:
C1: I like the large environment of our home, 
especially the big kitchen!
C2: It’s fun - like I’m living with my friends!
C3: It’s hard, but I also know my mom and 
dad love me so much that they will quit if I 
need them to.

Do you help your parents with their job?
C1: I love to help in the kitchen, and by 
trying to be a good example.
C2: I share Jesus with them and sometimes 
they get saved. When they love me like a 
sister, I explain that they can be my sister in 
Christ forever. I explain the plan of salvation 
and let them choose.  
C3: I try to set a good example...but I mess 
up sometimes, too.

What are the advantages and disadvantages 
of having so many foster siblings?
C1: It can be rough - but fun sometimes, too.
C2: It’s a lot of fun when we all play outside.
C3: Each child is different. Some of them 
become like brothers and sisters.

When one of your foster siblings leave, what 
do you do? Do you stay in touch?
C1: It depends how long we’ve known them. 
Some of them we do, with phone calls or 
emails.
C2: I just sit and cry POUNDS of tears when 
some of them leave!
C3: Yes, I cry really hard if I had a great 
relationship with them. 

What are positives?
C1: Playing tag and dodgeball are the best.
C2: Yes, and riding bikes together. Chatting 
and just chilling with them. Baking together.
(C1: Noooo, not me....I like baking and 
having the kitchen all to myself!)
C3: The playground is always fun. I like roller 
blading together. And it’s fun to just sit and 
chat. I DO like getting to be in Coyote Hill 
videos and having my picture on the website 
and stuff. It makes me feel like I’m famous.

How can all of us pray for YOU?
C1: Strength - emotionally and physically - 
and being able to have a clear head when 
things get crazy.
C2: That I can be a good help for my parents 
whenever they need me to.
C3: That I can be happy to share my 
parents - to share their love for these 
kids.

“God’s going out 
before us, and 
we’re trusting 

Him to build the 
ministry.”

-- Larry McDaniel, 1992
Cofounder
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Memorial Gifts

10th Annual 
Boots ‘n Bids for Kids
Our “RoundUp” October 13th resulted in 
a sell-out crowd and great success for our 

kids. There were amazing items for auction 
and raffle, as well as wonderful food and 
fun & memorable moments throughout 

the evening. Thanks to all of our generous 
attendees and donors, we were able to raise 

$50,000 for our kids!

Please visit coyotehill.org for more details 
and photos. Thanks to all of you who 
helped make the event a success!

Emcee Fred Parry and Audrey Sharp 
prepare to announce another 

raffle winner.

Board member, John Glennon, 
and everyone, enjoyed the dinner 

catered by Hoss’s Market.

Calvin & Krystal Temple with their children, and 
Calvin’s former Home Parents, Bill & Tammy 

Atherton in background.

Development Director Kari Hopkins 
presented award to Jeff Branscom & 

Johnny Eaker of Cosmic Sauce for their 
wonderful donation of two promo videos.

Founder and Executive Director 
Larry McDaniel, with wife Denise

Larry Atterberry, of Atterberry 
Auction & Realty, once again 

auctioned items for us.

Board members Cindy Mutrux 
and Lorenzo Scott

Bill & Tammy Atherton enjoy another grandbaby, daughter of 
former resident Jesse Dalbec and his wife, Sara.

If mailing donations, use the enclosed envelope and 
designate it “Christmas for Kids.”

We need your help to make this a “Dream Come True 
Christmas” for all of the children who call us home.

     Sponsor part or all of a child’s wish list
     Donate wrapping paper, gift bags or tags
     Make a donation to Coyote Hill for gift purchases
     Sponsor part or all of a Home’s wish list
     Spread holiday cheer by volunteering at The Hill

Drop off will be Nov. 21 thru Dec. 4; Wrapping Dec. 5 thru 14 
at First Presbyterian Church (downtown, 16 Hitt Street.)  

Contact Kari Hopkins to give or volunteer: 
kari@coyotehill.org

(573) 874-0179

*contributors 
names in italics


