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A Safe Place to Be a Child

We began using horses in our program at Coyote Hill at least 15 years ago. Within a few short years, 
there were trained therapists on staff who were regularly using the horses as a part of individual therapy, 
as well as group therapy for our homes. For example, here’s a short excerpt from a 2005 informational 
booklet that we produced to help explain the program to our supporters:

Equine Assisted Therapy is becoming established as an effective method for addressing individual therapy 
and group dynamics at Coyote Hill. Our therapy team is seeing impressive results when working with the 
homes. After a recent group session, Home Parent Mom Leslie McPeak marveled at the change of attitude 
in her children.

That evening, after we worked together with the horses, they took their showers and got 
ready for bed without the usual challenges. They next morning, we cleaned the house and the 
kids were talking about our therapy session. They said, “Remember - we’re a team!” They 
worked together really well, and the house cleaning was done in less than half the time that 
is usually takes. I want to do group sessions with the horses more often!

By working together to achieve a goal, group sessions identify the roles each person plays. The ability of 
the group to communicate is revealed through the activities. In this way, subtle dynamics in a group can 
be identified and addressed.

A Safe Place to 
Be a Child. 

A Place to Find 
Hope. 

25 Years and 
counting.

There are victories, big and small, occurring 
daily in Overton Arena. One in particular 
caused lots of celebration last month. Our 
Equine Program and Barn Manager, Rebecca 
Buchholz, tells the story:

After many months of blood sweat, and tears, 
the kids at Coyote Hill and I have FINALLY 
trained Cajun the miniature horse to pull 
our pony cart! Cajun was donated as a very 
young horse. He had a hard time minding his 
manners when being haltered and led from 
his grassy pen to a stall to be brushed. This 
delinquent miniature horse thought his one 
occupation in life was to eat grass and teach 
the children the importance of closing gates. 
In July, however, Cajun joined his fellow mini, 
Twinkie, in pony cart ride days...something 
all the kids look forward to!

In true Overton Arena fashion, the process 
of training Cajun was done with the help 
of as many Coyote Hill kids as possible. 
They actually ended up doing most of it 
themselves! Week by week, bit by bit, the 
kids built trust with Cajun, training him to 
trust us and the “strange” straps of leather 
attached to a large metal cart that were put 
on him. They reassured him each time the 
training process seemed scary. 

The trust, assurance, and firmness that the 
Home Parents model with the children as 
they learn self-discipline and boundaries 
were reflected in the training of Cajun. It 
was amazing to see how the kids made 

the connection between Cajun’s need for 
guidance, and the guidance that they are 
given through the staff of Coyote Hill. The 
hearts of our kids were being transformed, 
along with Cajun’s job description.

All this came to a glorious head when Cajun 
had his first pony cart duty. He behaved like 
a perfect gentleman, even with loud noises 
of tractors and a semi, due to renovations 
at a couple of the homes. Cajun trusted our 
kids, knowing that they wouldn’t put him in 
danger, and continued on. Cajun now loves 
having a respectable job. The brushing, 
hugs, and scratching from the kids make him 
happy to participate in pony cart days. 
 
Cajun’s training was a wonderful therapeutic 
tool. As our Executive Director Larry 
McDaniel once said, “Everything is a tool. 
The horses. The lake. The playgrounds. 
If we have it here, it’s because we think 
it’s a tool to reach children. It’s something 
that works.”

“I am the wrong 
person to tell a kid 
he doesn’t have a 

chance.”
-- Larry McDaniel,

Co-Founder



In Loving Memory of
Dwayne Baskett
Contributed by
Lanelle Baskett

In Loving Memory of
Susanne Baskett
Buford Kanatzar
Contributed by
Helen Kanatzar

In Loving Memory of
Deloris Dodson
Contributed by
Dale & Ann Gregory

In Loving Memory of
Marion Dorffi
Contributed by
Diana Cooksey

In Loving Memory of
Louise Gardner
Contributed by
Virgil & Joy Gardner

In Loving Memory of
Joe & Agnes 
   Geilenkirchen
Bonnie Youngquist
Contributed by
R.S. and Bonnie 
   Youngquist

In Loving Memory of
Jamie and Kim Gross
Contributed by
Meir & Gail Lazar

In Loving Memory of
Allan Henningsen
Contributed by
Dale & Ann Gregory

In Loving Memory of
Amanda McDaniel
Contributed by
Mary Dykhuizen
Miles & Lisa McCoy

In Loving Memory of
Curtis Porter
Contributed by
Eddie and Brenda Porter

In Loving Memory of
Rachael Remus
Contributed by
Shirley Lee & Ron 
   Magruder

In Loving Memory of
Jeff Wilcoxson
Contributed by
Charles and Wanda 
   Hardin
Ken & Karen Pudenz
Larry & Nancy Wilcoxson

In Honor of
The Buckler Family 
   59th Reunion
Contributed by
Kevin Buckler and 
   Buckler Family

In Honor of
Leigh & Trish Moreau’s 
   50th Anniversary
Contributed by
Mildred Moreau

Memorial and honor gifts must 
be received by the 12th of this 
month in order to be included 

in next month’s newsletter. 

Honor GiftsMemorial Gifts

Lunch, hay rides, horse rides, tours, games and more at our
25th birthday celebration!

70% NAP credits, to be exact! We’re so excited, as this is a great 
opportunity for Coyote Hill, the community, and businesses or 
individuals with a business interest who donate $1,000 or more.

NAP helps not-for-profit organizations like Coyote Hill raise private-
sector funds by providing partial state tax credits to businesses that 
make contributions to approved community improvement projects. 
Coyote Hill’s NAP project funding will support a portion of our Success 
for Life program over the next two years. The NAP is utilized by not-for-
profit organizations throughout Missouri to make their communities a 
more desirable place to live and work, as well as pave the way for 
economic development.


