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A Safe Place to Be a Child

We can’t put a specific year on this, since attending camp has been a big part of many Coyote Hill 
children’s summer experiences over the years. One camp that Coyote Hill has been sending children and 
youth to for most of our 25 years is Mt. Zion Youth Camp.   Former Home Parent and our current Case 
Manager, Amy Kingery, shared one Mt. Zion memory that occurred sometime before 2010, that stands out 
above many others:

“One of our young boys that attended Mt. Zion camp decided to sign up for a Preaching Class that was offered. 
He came home after that week of camp so excited that he decided to prepare a sermon and share it at his 
church, Harrisburg Christian Church, with the help of his pastor, John Gillman. Summer camp can be a wonderful, 
growing experience for our kids!”

In our August 2007 newsletter mailing, we reported that a total of ten children from Coyote Hill had attended 
church camp during the summer - most for the very first time in their lives. Whether a small, local camp like Mt. 
Zion, or a huge, famous camp like Kanakuk - our children are always blessed by the time they spend learning to 
grow in their faith in these summer camp settings.

Thanks for your faithful support, that allows our children to experience things like summer camp - it is always a 
highlight of their summer!

A Safe Place to 
Be a Child. 

A Place to Find 
Hope. 

25 Years and 
counting.

“Help this ministry 
be a value to the 

community.”
-- Larry McDaniel,

Co-Founder

Lorenzo and Jo Scott, who served as a Home 
Parent couple at Coyote Hill from 2009 
to 2012, recently finalized their adoption 
of Freddy, a teenager from Coyote Hill. 
Lorenzo tells about the process of deciding 
to adopt an older child, and why they chose 
to do so.

The trouble with living in a broken world 
is that it comes with broken people. That 
is the basis of the adoption/foster care 
system. However, the world is also blessed 
to have people with hearts for healing 
broken families and providing homes to 
children in need. That is why Jolanda and 
I got licensed to be foster parents with 
thoughts of possibly adopting in the future.

After working for two and a half years at 
Coyote Hill Christian Children’s Home in 
Harrisburg, MO, Jolanda’s and my passion 
for ministering to youth grew exponentially. 
Jolanda knew Freddy from teaching school 
in Columbia, and I met him when he became 
a resident of Coyote Hill. Right away, one 
could tell that Freddy was an energetic, 
goofy kid longing for family and a place to 
belong. In February/March of 2015, a few 
years after we had left Coyote Hill, I was 
asked to become a mentor for Freddy. He 
would come to Columbia every couple of 
weeks and spend hours with our family. We 
learned a lot about each other. He blended 
right into our family. Therefore, when 
the option to adopt him came into play, 
the decision was an easy one. Sadly, many 

couples that discover they’re expecting 
while in the process of fostering/adopting 
end up deciding not to. Yet after we made 
the decision and then found out shortly 
afterwards that we were going to have 
another baby, Jolanda and I pursued the 
adoption anyway. In fact, choosing to 
continue AFTER finding out about the 
pregnancy helped to cement in Freddy’s 
mind and heart that he was truly wanted!

Many families hesitate to adopt teenagers. 
Most couples want the cute little babies 
and the silly toddlers. Here’s the beauty 
about adopting a teenager: FREDDY CHOSE 
US, TOO! Sitting him down to discuss 
our adoption plans was one of the most 
meaningful experiences of our lives, 
because he had the option to choose. 
Jolanda and I are not perfect. We make 
mistakes and wrong parenting decisions 
like anyone else, but he said yes! 

...story continued on next page



In Loving Memory of
Susanne Baskett
Buford Kanatzar
Contributed by
Helen Kanatzar

In Loving Memory of
Maria Houstoun
Contributed by
Luke & Michelle Hughley

In Loving Memory of
Robert Kemper
Contributed by
Carl & Betty Fenton

In Loving Memory of
Amanda McDaniel
Contributed by
Mary Dykhuizen
Miles & Lisa McCoy

In Loving Memory of
Orian D. Smith
Contributed by
Evelyn Smith

In Loving Memory of
Verna D. Wachter
Contributed by
Jerry & Maggie Ubl

In Loving Memory of
Colton Webel
Contributed by
Corey Webel

In Loving Memory of
Curtis Wood
Contributed by
Robert & Susan Dawson

In Honor of
Sara Linenfelser
Contributed by
Frederick & Nancy Fritsch

Memorial and honor gifts must 
be received by the 12th of this 
month in order to be included 

in next month’s newsletter. 

When one thinks about adoption, it’s easy to praise the adoptive 
parent/parents for “taking in a broken imperfect child/children,” 
but imagine the beauty in the child/children saying “Despite your 
flaws and imperfections, I want you, too!” That’s powerful!

Jolanda and I were blessed to add Freddy as an official part of our 
family on March 28, 2016. Fortunately for us, the legal process was 
quite smooth. Freddy transitioned into our home easily, and our 
three biological children embraced him without question. We’ve 
seen many ups and downs through this past year, as Freddy continues 
to learn, grow, and decide what kind of person he wants to be. 
Ultimately, Jolanda and I love the fact that he can just be a kid! We 
know not what the future holds, but Freddy knows he is loved and 
supported. The changes we’ve seen in him are incredibly positive, 
and we’re proud of him. Freddy is our son; our teenage son that 
chose us as much as we chose him. He said yes!

~~Lorenzo ScottLorenzo and Freddy

Honor GiftsMemorial Gifts

School starts August 17th. All of our children need your help to 
get them well supplied for a new school year.

You can either visit our website for a link to the needed items on 
our Amazon wish list: coyotehill.org/schoolsupplies 

or send a gift before August 1 in the enclosed envelope. 

For questions, contact Kari Hopkins:
kari@coyotehill.org or 573.874.0179

Thanks in advance for helping our children be prepared for 
school.

Lunch, hay rides, horse rides, tours, games and more at our
25th birthday celebration!

YEARS

More time to work (and play) with the horses 
in the arena!

Saying good-bye to some, and welcoming 
others.

More time for pursuing hobbies, 
like learning guitar from Home 
Parent Dad Andrew Heberlein.


