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A Safe Place to Be a Child

Coyote Hill has always accepted and welcomed sibling groups. When no one else can take them in, we do. Here’s 
an example from our October, 2007 newsletter:

It is a perfect evening to go fishing, not too hot or cold in the stretching shadows of the forest around the lake at 
Coyote Hill. I take a couple of kids and some hotdogs to see what we can catch. Honestly, I don’t really want to 
catch any fish, so I throw an empty hook. The younger child, a girl, can’t get the hang of pushing the button at the 
same time that she casts the rod, so I help her. She tells me how she painted in school today and it was so fun and 
she got paint in her hair and on her clothes. “It’s good that I had extra clothes!” she exclaims.

The older boy is really more interested in exploring and getting dirty than fishing. He tries to catch insects and 
frogs along the lake shore. Without catching any, he finally resigns himself to hot dogs and casts his line. I ask him 
why he is at Coyote Hill. He states matter-of-factly, “There wasn’t anywhere else we could go.” 

As a part of a sibling group, no where else could take these children of different ages and sexes and keep them 
together. This is what your donations to Coyote Hill do. You give children who have no where to go a safe place with 
their siblings. You provide home parents who love and care about them. You give them a childhood, surrounded 
by family.

Sibling groups continue to be challenging to place together - but not at Coyote Hill. We provide a home 
for brothers and sisters who might otherwise be separated during a traumatic time in their lives. YOUR 
support is what makes that possible.

A Safe Place to 
Be a Child. 

A Place to Find 
Hope. 

25 Years and 
counting.

“You’re not just 
changing one life, 
you’re changing 
generations to 

come.”
-- Larry McDaniel,

Co-Founder

Cute. Thought provoking. Hilarious. Everyone 
loves to listen to a child’s logic. This month 
we’d like to share a random assortment of 
things our kids have said recently.

One of our six year olds had to spend a few 
days in the hospital. The morning his Home 
Parent dad told him he was being released, 
he exclaimed: “I can’t wait to go home, and 
I can’t wait to see everyone and yell ‘group 
hug’ really loud!”

Recent conversation between Home Parent 
Mom, Lauren Brown and a boy in The Hubbell 
Home:

5 year old:”You need to work for the eye 
doctor.” 
Lauren: “But I like my job.” 
5 year old: “You have a job?!” 
Lauren: “Yes, for Coyote Hill.”
5 year old: “No, you work for God!”

A conversation with Equine Program Director 
Rebecca Buchholz in one of our homes:

Elementary age girl: “Miss Rebecca, are you 
spending the night?”
Rebecca: “No, honey. Not tonight. I’m just 
here working on a few things.”
Girl - pointing to Rebecca’s large briefcase: 
“Oh. Then why is your bag here?”
Rebecca: “That’s my briefcase.”
Girl: “Umm...Miss Rebecca, briefcases are 
suppose to be brief...have you seen that 
thing?!?!”

At breakfast one morning in The Hubbell 
Home:

Young boy: “Waffles are pancakes, with 
abs!”

Overheard in Overton Arena:
Young Boy: “Roy is a black horse. If I were 
Darth Vader, he’d be my horse. Can we 
play the Darth Vader theme song while we 
ride?”

Small toddler pointing at one of our 
miniature horses: “Big doggy!”

Young Girl: “I used to think of Winston as 
just a horse. Now I see he’s a real person.” 

Cue the Darth Vader theme song!
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Memorial and honor gifts must 
be received by the 12th of this 
month in order to be included 

in next month’s newsletter. 

Memorial Gifts*

Our co-founding mom, Cathy 
McDaniel, with Coyote Hill’s very 
first foster placement, whom they 
later adopted and named Anna.

In 1988, President Reagan issued the first presidential proclamation that 
established May as National Foster Care Month, a time to recognize that 
we each can play a part in enhancing the lives of children and youth in 
foster care. It’s a month set aside to acknowledge foster parents, family 
members, volunteers, mentors, policy makers, child welfare professionals, 
and other members of the community who help support children and youth 
in foster care.

During our 25 year history, Coyote Hill has welcomed over 400 foster 
placements. Yet we are so much more than a foster home. Our blending 
of a traditional family environment with professional services allows our 
children to receive healing and hope in several ways. 

Many foster homes are not willing or able to care for siblings, often due to 
variances in severity of the siblings’ needs. However, in 2014-2016, 80% of 
our placements were sibling groups. Because all of the supports are built 
into Coyote Hill’s programs, siblings with varying ranges of behavioral 
needs can live together instead of being sent to separate foster homes. 
For siblings entering care, being placed together can enhance their sense 
of safety and well-being. It also reduces anxiety, since they don’t have to 
wonder where their siblings are and whether or not they are safe. Siblings 
placed together also provide natural support to each other, as well as a 
sense of stability and belonging.

Multi-level sibling support

Honor Gifts*

Providing multi-level sibling support is just one of the many ways your gifts to Coyote Hill help the foster children 
in our care to experience a life that is full and complete. THANK YOU!

Last month, we introduced you to Jordan Cochran, a young lady 
affectionately dubbed “Queen of the Volunteers” by those she assists in 
The Atherton Home. As a follow-up, we’re excited to announce that one of 
the winners at this year’s Columbia Daily Tribune HERO Awards was Jordan! 

The HERO Awards honor people who spend their days, nights, and weekends 
giving their time to our community. On April 11th several volunteers were 
honored at the annual awards ceremony at Stoney Creek. Jordan was 
awarded the 2016 Youth Volunteer of the Year.

Jordan received a beautiful plaque and certificate, and Coyote Hill will 
receive a $400 donation because of Jordan’s exemplary service. Jordan 
concludes, “Coyote Hill has been such a huge blessing in my life. The 
people in the Atherton Home have truly become part of my family. I’m so 
grateful to have won this award. All glory goes to the Lord!”

Thankful doesn’t seem to fully cover the gratitude we feel for Jordan and 
the countless hours she has served at Coyote Hill. Jordan, “Queen of the 
Volunteers,” you are truly our hero! The Wallace family came to support 

Jordan at the awards ceremony.

I’ve been blessed to know many great moms through the years at Coyote Hill. 
If I had to name just one thing that makes a truly great mom, it would not be a 
common trait found on most people’s “This is what makes a great mom” list.

The common trait I’ve seen in many great moms is simply perseverance. When 
faced with the many challenges of parenting, they get through it. I once asked my 
daughter Haley how she liked parenting three young, active little boys. Her wise 
reply was, “I don’t love every moment, but I love every day.” That is perseverance.

Coyote Hill moms are pros at perseverance. They set the standard. I’ve seen them 
deal with things that would cause many to give up. But our moms reach down 
inside themselves and find a strength to carry on. Through their perseverance, 
grace has a chance to win. It is such an amazing and beautiful thing to watch. 

To all the moms out there...when it seems like the bottom is falling out, remember 
that you don’t have to love every moment. No one does. Sometimes you won’t 
even love every day. But with perseverance, in the end you will always love what 
you do and who you are.

Happy Mother’s Day,
Larry McDaniel

*contributor’s names are in italics


