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professional, yet 
traditional family 
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A Safe Place to Be a Child

In honor of National Volunteer month, here’s a portion of a plea for volunteers that Larry wrote for a 
newsletter 17 years ago:

At Coyote Hill, our volunteers redefine the word. The American Heritage Dictionary gives as one of the definitions 
of volunteer: Contributing one’s time without pay. That’s a weak definition when judged by my experience at 
Coyote Hill. Never in my life have I seen so many volunteers who are so dedicated to a cause and a mission. It 
never ceases to amaze me.

While talking to a couple who are going through training to become Relief Home Parents, I couldn’t help but 
acknowledge the fact that they were making a big time commitment up front, before they ever work their first 
hour as Relief Parents. But they know that what they’re doing will make an eternally significant difference in the 
lives of generations to come. It is a most valuable use of their precious time.

Good volunteers are difficult to come by. I believe the volunteers at Coyote Hill truly set the standard. We may 
not win a contest for having the most volunteers, but we win for having the best!

Some things haven’t changed in 25 years. You can still make an eternally significant difference in the life 
of a child.

A Safe Place to 
Be a Child. 

A Place to Find 
Hope. 

25 Years and 
counting.

“Even if you’re not 
the first, 

be the best.”
-- Larry McDaniel,

Co-Founder

“He used to never really talk or expand on 
conversation. Now, he says ‘hi’ right away 
when he walks in the office and carries on 
a conversation. He also shows care and 
compassion for others and smiles a lot more,” 
begins Erica Healy, our Therapist, as she tells 
about Travis*, a 12 year old who’s shown 
tremendous improvement over the past year.

His Home Parent Mom, Rachel Howell, 
continues, “I remember when Travis first 
arrived, one of the goals for him was simply 
to say hello to people. Now he loves to 
welcome anyone who comes into our home!  

“Travis is a child of many possibilities.  From 
the outside, people may see a 12 year old 
child with struggles, but we see a child who 
is bright beyond belief.  He can master and 
teach games simply by watching.  He reads 
people and body language really well, and 
adjusts himself accordingly.  He is a servant 
at heart and loves to give. For instance, he 
came home from the education center one 
day with a bag of gummy worms he received 
for stupendous behavior.  He loves food, yet 
chose to share them instead.  

“His kindness radiates through his smile and 
his actions around the house, whether he 
does some extra clean up just because he 
sees it needs to be done, or offers to bring 
a glass of water because he notices I’m not 
feeling well.  It is such a privilege to watch 
him grow and to dream with him.  We love 

speaking over him endless possibilities and 
building the confidence he needs to reach 
those.  

“Travis has become much more peaceful.  
To see the coping skills he has acquired and 
put to use is unbelievable; he takes a deep 
breath, or takes a break from the task, or 
builds his Legos for awhile.   

“It has been a pure joy to walk through the 
difficult emotional journey with this young 
man. He has faced disappointment and 
loss. We’ve given lots of hugs, and said lots 
of prayers with him, and now we’ve been 
invited into that special place in his heart 
where he now says at bedtime, “I love you 
too.”  He has truly been transformed.  He 
accepted the Lord at camp last summer and 
I believe that has a lot to do with it.  We are 
so very proud of Travis and the young man 
he’s becoming!”

*name changed for sake of confidentiality
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In Loving Memory of
Marie Zumwalt
Contributed by
Jerry & Maggie Ubl

Memorial and honor gifts must 
be received by the 12th of this 
month in order to be included 

in next month’s newsletter. 

Memorial Gifts

AUTOMOTIVE
Thank You!

Monday, May 2
11:30 - 1 PM: Lunch
1 PM: Shotgun Start

Location:
Country Club of Missouri

Cost:
$150 per Player  |  $600 per Team of 4

Format: 18 Hole, 4 Person Scramble
Lunch and Drinks Provided
Additional Contests: Longest Drive, 
Closest to the Pin, Hole-in-One 
Chances 

A big THANK YOU to our sponsors:

Email kari@coyotehill.org for details, or visit www.coyotehill.org 
for details and a printable registration brochure.

Presented 
by:

Mercedes-Benz
of Columbia

and

BMW
 of Columbia

drewingauto.com

With over 750 people in attendance for our Pancake Breakfast on March 5th, 
that equals a lot of pancakes! Over $5,500 was raised, making this year’s 
breakfast one of our most successful to date. After expenses, each of our 

homes now has over $1,100 in their summer recreation fund.

Development Director, Kari Hopkins, says, “I love the Pancake Breakfast 
because it’s our most eclectic crowd. Grandmas, college students, 
motorcycle clubs, families; everyone loves pancakes! I spoke to a family 
whose daughter cheers for Upward and they said this was their sixth time 

coming to the breakfast. They never miss it. I think that’s special.”

Our Event and Volunteer Coordinator, Liza Thompson, concludes, “It is a true 
joy to see so many come together for the sake of our kids at Coyote Hill. 
Our guests, musicians that perform, and volunteers that run the show are 
what make it so much FUN! To see a community come together and support 
our children is my favorite part of every event…top it off with pancakes and 
sausage and it doesn’t get any better! Thank you to all that came and to 

those that gave of their time.”To view an album of photos from the morning, 
visit www.facebook.com/coyotehill

Q: What was your first volunteer 
experience?
A: At Camp Barnabas and being a 
softball coach for my two sisters’ 
softball team. These were great and 
instilled service in my heart.  

Q: Why do you choose to volunteer 
at Coyote Hill?
A: A girl from my church was from 
Coyote Hill, and I saw the impact 
Coyote Hill had on her.  A year and 
a half later, I continue to volunteer 
because I love working with the kids 
and being able to watch them grow.  
The staff, like Home Parents Mandy 
and Brian Wallace, are great mentors 

to me. The kids in the Atherton home 
have been there to pray for me when 
I went through difficult times.  We’ve 
become family to each other.
     
Q: How often do you volunteer?
A: I volunteer on Saturday afternoons, 
but I hope to come more this summer!

Q: What have you learned while 
volunteering?
A: Volunteering here not only impacts 
the children, but also the volunteer.  
I love mentoring the children in the 
Atherton home, walking alongside 
them during difficult times, and doing 
fun activities with them.  They’ve 
given me many laughs and have taught 
me how to be more like Christ. 
 
Q: Can you tell us about a fun moment 
while volunteering?
A: One Saturday, a girl in the Atherton 
home was doing the dishes.  I offered 
to help, and she quickly turned it into 
a “water fight.”  Even though we had 
to clean up the mess afterwards, it 
made doing the dishes much more 
fun!

Q: What’s one piece of advice you 
could offer to someone interested in 
volunteering?
A: If you’re interested in working 
with children, Coyote Hill is a great 
place for you.  Like most things, 
however, you only get out of it what 
you put into it.  When you come out 
to volunteer, you have to take the 
initiative. One of my favorite Bible 
verses is Romans 12:10, “Be devoted 
to one another in love. Honor one 
another above yourselves.”

Home Parent Dad in the Atherton 
Home, Brian Wallace, concludes, 
“I have named her ‘Jordan, Queen 
of the Volunteers’ because she is 
so sweet and loves Coyote Hill and 
everyone in our house. She also 
helped recruit some of our new 
volunteers! She’s spent many hours 
providing fun for our kids. She’s 
always flexible to work around our 
crazy schedule. We all love her. She 
is truly a Godly example to all of 
us.”

Meet volunteer, Jordan Cochran

To volunteer at Coyote Hill, visit:
www.bit.ly/volunteer4kids


