
In Loving Memory of
Bill Dawson
Curtis Wood
Contributed by
Rob & Susan Dawson

In Loving Memory of
Lois Fenton
Linda Newbauer
Delores Stroh
Contributed by
Jack & Dulane Wohlman

In Honor of
Alpha Delta Kappa
Contributed by
Bonnie J. Marshall

In Honor of
Patrick & Loriana Sekarski
Contributed by
Susan Hamilton
Bernie & Ric Hereth
Lynne Sekarski

In Honor of
Connie & Rick Webel
Contributed by
Richard & Alice Robinson

In Honor of
Jim & Linda Wissman
Contributed by
Anonymous

In Loving Memory of
Pauline Adams
Contributed by
Mary Baurichter

In Loving Memory of
Dwayne Baskett
Contributed by
Lanelle Baskett

In Loving Memory of
Susanne Baskett
Contributed by
Helen Kanatzar

In Loving Memory of
Sgt. Dan Baty
Contributed by
Eddie & Brenda Porter

In Loving Memory of
Melvin Dietrich
Contributed by
Luke & Michelle Hughley

In Loving Memory of
Mac Evans
Contributed by
Joyce Evans

In Loving Memory of
Larry Fuller
Contributed by
Mark & Laurene Zimmer

October 2014

 ~~ A Safe Place to Be a Child
PO Box 1
9501 Coyote Hill Road
Harrisburg, MO  65256

NONPROFIT ORG
PRESORTED
U.S. Postage

PAID
Columbia, MO
Permit No. 286

Return Service Requested

October 2014

Memorial Gifts In Loving Memory of
Martha Sue Singleton
Contributed by
Lois Batye
Mary Baurichter
Russel & Vera Coats
Virgil & Joy Gardner
Betty Jean Smith
Anna Stephens
Frances Stephens
Mary Joe Stephens
Emily Whelton

In Loving Memory of
Betty Voorheis
Contributed by
R. E. Voorheis

In Loving Memory of
Jane Wheaton
Jeanette Wheaton
Contributed by
Howell Wheaton

In Loving Memory of
Dottie Whitworth
Contributed by
Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Cockriel

In Loving Memory of
Jeff Wilcoxson
Contributed by
Larry & Nancy Wilcoxson

A Safe Place to Be a Child

P.O. Box 1
9501 Coyote Hill Rd.
Harrisburg, MO 65256
(573) 874-0179
(573) 875-0510 fax

Email:
office@coyotehill.org

Web:
www.coyotehill.org

In Loving Memory of
Buford Kanatzar
Contributed by
Elwyn & Helen Owings

In Loving Memory of
Marjorie McBride
Contributed by
Bob & Marva Iglehart
R. E. Voorheis

In Loving Memory of
Amanda McDaniel
Contributed by
Mary Dykhuizen
Miles & Lisa McCoy
Morris & Joyce McDaniel

In Loving Memory of
Harold E. Perrey
Contributed by
Larry & Judy Atterberry
Carl & Paula Griffin

In Loving Memory of
Morgan Renee Sapp
Contributed by
Susan Sapp

In Memory of
Frances Joy Semon
Contributed by
Virgil & Joy Gardner

Providing a 
professional, yet 
traditional family 
home for abused & 
neglected children 

in mid-Missouri 
since 1991.

Karissa is excelling - not only on the field, 
but also at home and in the classroom!

Memorial and honor gifts must be received by the 12th of 
this month in order to be included in next month’s newsletter. 

One of our young ladies, Karissa*, happens to 
be one of three girls playing on the Harrisburg 
Middle School football team this year. She’s 
demonstrating great tenacity playing against 
boys twice her size. She walks off the field 
exhausted at the end of a game - but glowing 
with pride. 

Her Home Parent Mom, Rachel Howell, 
says there’s even greater results being 
demonstrated at home and at school. 
Karissa struggled a lot with school last year 
- not wanting to finish assignments and no 
motivation to keep up with her school work. 
This year has been much different. Rachel 
explains:

“While I love her enthusiasm for football, 
I’ve been even more impressed with her 
attitude at home and at school; especially 
on game nights. She comes home and works 
on homework until the minute we leave for 
the game. After the game, she gets a quick 
shower and then goes right back to work on 
her school work until it’s all done - even if 
it takes an hour or more, and even though 
she’d love nothing more than lying on the 
couch and relaxing. 

So far this year, she has turned in every 
piece of assigned homework and done it 
with a great attitude. That’s so different 
from last year - and better than any victory 
on the football field!” 

Football has not been the only motivating 
factor in this change of attitude. Karissa’s 
English teacher recently gave the class 
an interesting assignment. Each of them 
were supposed to write a letter to Malala 
Yousafzai, the young Pakistani schoolgirl 

Honor Gifts

who stood up to the Taliban, speaking out 
for girls’ rights to an education, and was 
shot on her way home from school. 

Karissa said, “After learning that other 
girls don’t get to go to school and can even 
be shot for trying to go to school, I have a 
different perspective. I really want to try 
harder this year!” 

A passing whim? Probably not. Rachel 
concludes, “I have watched Karissa fight 
to stay ahead with her schoolwork, 
despite her crazy schedule with football.   
This girl is going places and it looks like 
nothing is holding her back right now! It 
is an honor to watch her grow and have 
her as a part of our home.”*name changed for sake of confidentiality



The Atherton family and some of our staff, Board of 
Directors and the Columbia Chamber of Commerce 

gather for a ribbon cutting ceremony

God blessed us with a 
perfect day to honor 
the Atherton family, 
celebrate the opening of 
our 5th home, and host 
our annual Open House 
event!
 
A steady stream of people 
arrived all afternoon, 
and we were so excited 
to give tours of our 
newest home. After all, 
we couldn’t have done it 
without YOU.

We need your help:
 Sponsor part or all of a child’s wish list
 Donate wrapping paper or gift bags
 Make a donation to Coyote Hill for gift purchases
 Sponsor part or all of a Home’s wish list
 Spread holiday cheer by volunteering at The Hill

Wish lists will be completed by October 17. 
We have designated 2 weeks for gift collection:  
Monday, November 24 — Sunday, December 7 

Contact Kari to request a child’s or home’s wish list!
kari@coyotehill.org  |  573-874-0179

If mailing donations, use the 
enclosed envelope and designate 

it “Christmas for Kids.”

Ambassadors of Grace and our friends at Liberty Baptist Church 
(7461 N. Brown Station Rd., Columbia) are once again hosting this 
fun evening of gospel music. As always, it’s free and open to the 

public, but a love offering will be taken for Coyote Hill.

Bill & Tammy Atherton, with their six children, 
stand in front of our 5th and newest home, 

The Atherton Home

Lutz’s BBQ provided wonderful food for over 
400 attendees!

Hayrides, horse rides, a bounce house and 
games for kids provided lots of fun.

Kona Ice arrived mid-afternoon with some 
yummy treats.

To read more details, see more pictures or view a video tour of The Atherton Home, visit www.coyotehill.org!

Rep. Hartzler, who nominated us, presents the Angels 
in Adoption Award to Kari and Bill in Washington D.C.

  Site Director, Bill Atherton; his wife, Tammy; and Development 
Director, Kari Hopkins enjoyed four busy days of D.C. 
sightseeing and Coyote Hill story sharing. The Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption Institute (CCAI) filled our days with 
advocacy meetings, Capitol tours, award ceremonies, and 
congressional meetings. We had the pleasure of meeting 
with Sen. Roy Blunt and Rep. Vicky Hartzler. Their advocacy 
for foster care and adoption is evident in Washington. 
We learned stories of other families in Missouri who were 
honored for their adoption journey and for starting a school 
for autistic children. We were overwhelmed by the many 
stories of families and organizations helping children around 
the world; and by the great need. 
      In those four days, we did not solve the problems of foster 
care and adoption. We did, however, share a meal with men 
and women from all over the U.S. who are striving for those 
solutions. We are honored and humbled to be a part of that 
group.

  Thank you, Representative Hartzler, for 
nominating Coyote Hill. We are forever grateful 
for the opportunity to visit D.C. to accept the 
award.


